


Welcome to Our New Department Head

As January 2005 introduced a new year for the multitude of activities and
services provided by the Department of Agricultural Commissioner/Weights
and Measures, it also saw the appointment of a new Department Head
following the retirement of Cato Fiksdal in mid-2004.  On January 18, 2005,
Kurt E. Floren was appointed as Agricultural Commissioner/ Director of
Weights and Measures for the County of Los Angeles.

This was a homecoming for Mr. Floren, as he began his Los Angeles County career in 1981 as a
trapper in the Exotic Fruit Fly Detection Program during one of the major Mediterranean Fruit Fly
battles and soon became what was then known as a General Detection Trapper, working for the
California Department of Food and Agriculture and the United States Department of Agriculture in
the detection of other pests of major concern such as Oriental Fruit Fly, Mexican Fruit Fly, Gypsy
Moth, and Japanese Beetle.  After the 1984 merging of the former Department of Agricultural
Commissioner and the Department of Weights and Measures, Kurt joined the Weights and Measures
program as a regulatory inspector, rising to the rank of Supervisor, Weights and Measures
Inspection, in which he directed the activities of the Business Practices/Investigation Division for
nine years.  There, he oversaw departmental programs such as weighmaster enforcement, packaged
commodity inspection, scanner price verification, undercover test purchases, and investigations into
fraud and negligence in the marketplace, ensuring that consumers and competing businesses were
protected from unfair practices.

In 1999, Kurt was recruited by the County of San Diego Department of Agriculture,Weights and
Measures as a Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights and Measures to oversee that
department’s Weights and Measures, Direct Marketing (Certified Farmers’ Market), Egg Quality
Inspection, Organic Production, and Fruit/Nut/Vegetable Standardization programs.  He was
subsequently promoted to Deputy Director, adding to his responsibilities managerial oversight of the
Plant Pathology and Entomology Laboratories as well as the Pest Exclusion/Plant Quarantine, Pest
Detection, and Pesticide Regulatory programs.  He ultimately became Assistant Director of the
County of San Diego department before being selected by the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors for his current appointment.

Mr. Floren brings a wide diversity of experience in assuming the position of Agricultural
Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures.  Since returning to the County of Los Angeles, 
he has been appointed by the California Secretary of Food and Agriculture to the Certified Farmers’
Market Advisory Committee as well as receiving appointments as Chairman of the Laws and
Regulations Committee of the Western Weights and Measures Association, Chairman of the
Standardization and Statistics Committee of the California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers
Association (CACASA), Agricultural Commissioner Liaison to the California Structural Pest
Control Board and, most recently, as a member of the CACASA Board of Directors.  Mr. Floren
looks forward to the challenges and promises of sustained agricultural production in Los Angeles
County as well as ensuring the safe application of pesticides, protection of safe drinking water and
our environment through the work of our Environmental Toxicology Laboratory, the prevention of
wildfires through weed hazard abatement, the exclusion of plant pests and pathogens that can
threaten statewide agriculture, and the array of other programs conducted by the department.

For a copy of this crop report, visit our website at:
http//acwm.co.la.ca.us

   Kurt E. Floren
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This annual publication presents statistical information on acreage, yield, and gross value of agricultural products produced in
Los Angeles County.  This is published in accordance with Sections 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural
Code.  The production values in this report represent gross values and do not reflect the cost of production, net income, or loss
to producers.

A.G. Kawamura, Secretary
California Department of Food and Agriculture

and

the Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

Mayor Michael D. Antonovich - First District
Gloria Molina - Second District Yvonne Brathwaite Burke - Third District
Zev Yaroslavsky - Fourth District Don Knabe - Fifth District

2005 CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORT

In 2005, a total gross value of $277,844,000 in agricultural crops and commodities was produced
in Los Angeles County, a slight decrease of 1.4% from last year’s revised total of $281,917,000. 
Offsetting production losses created by a 6.4% reduction in nursery production values were
significant gains of 22% in fruit and nut crops, 37% in field crops, and 297% in apiary products,
driven in some instances by stronger market values and, elsewhere, by a combination of value
increases and growth in harvested acreage.

Nursery products remain the number one crop produced in Los Angeles County, constituting
64.9% of the total overall production value this year.  Increasing land values, escalating
production costs, and shipping restrictions due to quarantines addressing Sudden Oak Death and
Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter present continuing challenges to future ornamental nursery product
production, but the industry remains strong and resilient.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to each of the producers and individuals who provided
information for this report.  My thanks are extended to the skilled and dedicated staff of this
department who continue to do an excellent job in compiling these important statistics.

Respectfully submitted,

Kurt E. Floren
Agricultural Commissioner/
Director of Weights and Measures
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MILLION DOLLAR COMMODITIES

1. Ornamental Trees and Shrubs $107,866,000

2. Bedding Plants 30,631,000

3. Dry Onions 28,866,000

4. Root Vegetables 18,000,000

5. Orchard Fruit 17,455,000

6. Alfalfa Hay 8,858,000

7. Dairy & Livestock 7,319,000

8. Ground Covers 6,731,000

9. Indoor Plants, Flowering 5,283,000

10. Indoor Plants, Foliage 4,331,000

11. Strawberries 3,303,000

12. Herbs 2,432,000

13. Rangeland 2,400,000

14. Vine Crops 1,504,000

15. Grain Hay 1,243,000

16. Apiary 1,223,000
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SUMMARY

Commodity 2003 2004 2005

Nursery Products *179,289,000 $192,600,000 $180,325,000

Cut Flowers and Decoratives 667,000 1,091,000 820,000

Fruits and Nuts 18,637,000 19,080,000 23,274,000

Vegetable Crops *59,245,000 *51,858,000 51,980,000

Field Crops 8,535,000 9,327,000 12,860,000

Livestock Production 8,249,000 7,651,000 7,319,000

Apiary 767,000 303,000 1,223,000

Forest Products 8,000 7,000 43,000

TOTAL *$275,397,000 *$281,917,000 $277,844,000

*  Revised

Year 2005 Crop Value Summary
Total Value: $277,844,000
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NURSERY PRODUCTS

Item   Year
Green House
Square Feet Field Acres Total Value

Ornamental Trees 2005 3,039,000 1,583 $107,866,000 �

2004 7,747,000 1,713 119,666,000

Bedding Plants 2005 1,862,000 140 $30,631,000 �

2004 1,794,000 177 38,586,000

Indoor Plants, Flowering 2005 719,000  6 $5,283,000 �

2004 821,000  6 5,392,000

Indoor Plants, Foliage 2005 470,000 6 $4,331,000 �

2004 561,000 1 3,332,000

Ground Covers 2005 980,000 34 $6,731,000 �

2004 391,000 28 4,080,000

Miscellaneous * 2005 151,000 1,401 $25,483,000 �

2004 505,000 1,149 21,544,000

*    Includes perennials, vegetable plants, bonsai plants, orchids, sod, palm trees, and cacti.

TOTAL 2005 7,221,000 3,170 $180,325,000 �

2004 11,819,000 3,074 192,600,000

CUT FLOWERS & DECORATIVES

Item   Year
Green House
Square Feet Field Acres Total Value

Miscellaneous * 2005 67,000 86 $820,000 �

2004 137,000 104 1,091,000

*    Includes lilacs, pompoms, freesias, fruit blossoms, mums, snapdragons, yarrow, delphiniums, Christmas trees,  

      and other miscellaneous.
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